Baldernock Gardening Club: November Newsletter 2025:
Winter is rapidly approaching and the gardening day is shortening

Good morning All,

The lovely long hot summer of 2025 seems a far-off pleasure now that the clocks have gone
back an hour, the hours of daylight have reduced and there are touches of morning frost. There
is still plenty to do in the garden before the real frosts arrive and your fingers can no longer feel
anything. Through October we have enjoyed some wonderfully warm days as well as a good
collection of old-fashioned dreich ones. The ground conditions have been good for the digging
up of plants to split (maybe for the Annual Plant Sale) or just simply to clear out completely.
Several years ago | planted what | believed to be Aster Monch, but it wasn't as the heads were
tiny and the darn thing spread extremely fast, so this year | dug it out - | think and hope. The
roots were all over the place so it became a "hunt the root to its source" task similar to trying to
eradicate ground elder. | did not enjoy the root tracing, but my gardening companion, the robin,
did as plenty of edible goodies were made available. The real Aster Monch, which | planted a
couple of years ago, is thriving and still blooming profusely, as are the alstroemeria. The nerines
have decided this year to flower separately and not all at the same time, nor in the same
grouping, so each flower head is looking somewhat lonely and desperately in need of
companionship. As | think | mentioned last month, one of the azalea lutens, with its leaves
turning a beautiful bronze, has decided to try and flower this autumn, which, if | recall correctly,
is a first; the flower heads are somewhat pathetic. My orchard, two apple trees no less,
continues to hurl apples at me as | pass underneath and the 12 wood pigeons that were in the
garden on Sunday were having a wonderful feast, but as yet, no sign of the fieldfares, who
usually take up residence to dine on the fallen fruit (sounds a bit like the garden of Eden). The
crab apple tree, Malus Butterball, is well laden in its third year with its yellow/orange fruit being
quite eye-catching. All in all, the autumn colours have been pretty good this year, though | sense
the leaves have not lasted as long on the trees as in past years. This is probably because of the
various storms, but | think the hot dry summer may have to accept some culpability. The coming
weeks will be spent clearing out pots, planting tulips, sweeping up leaves again and again,
pruning the climbing roses and continuing to clear out the choked areas of the garden. Apart
from all that, there are desperately needed "jobs" to be done in the house, all of which will help
to pass the dull days of the coming winter. Having said that, some daffodils are already poking
their stems above the ground!

The Speaker in October, Colin Wren, gave us a very interesting and enjoyable talk on Scottish
Native Flowers and where to find them. He did mention one plant that could be seen on the
Broxden Roundabout on the A9 outside Perth, which has concerned me ever since as | worry
about Club Members searching for it as they drive round the roundabout. "Sorry Officer, | was
looking out for this very rare Scottish Native Plant and didn't see the other cars." There was a
great deal to digest from Colin's talk, unfortunately though he sometimes managed to miss
talking into his mouth-mic, which meant quite a few of his audience didn't hear all of his
information. That was a pity.



Our speaker on Wednesday 12th November at 19:30 in Baljaffray Parish Church will

be Alan Bennell. Alan is a Botanist who worked for many years at the Royal Botanic Gardens
Edinburgh, where he was Principal Scientific Officer, but is now devoting his efforts to maintain
and restore the Wild Woodland Garden of Larachmhor near Arisaig. His talk, entitled Taming
the Wild West: Gardens and Gardening on the West Coast of Scotland, will cover over 50
sites from Cape Wrath to the Mulls of Kintyre and to Galloway. As Alan said when writing to me,
Arisaig is on the same line of longitude as Inverewe and Logan Botanics, but has better
beaches! This will be yet another fascinating talk from a passionate and extremely
knowledgeable gardener. We will train him on the mic when he arrives.

In December, it is the fun occasion in the Club Calendar, when we all gather together around
round tables with food and wine (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) to chat, gossip, laugh and discuss
gardens. It is our Christmas Party on Wednesday 10th December in Baljaffray

Parish Church (MEMBERS ONLY). Of course, all of the above enjoyment and light-
heartedness comes after the untold delights of participating in the Annual Ridiculously Easy
Christmas Quiz, where Members, in their team tables, answer simple questions about plants,
flowers, gardens, insects, larvae and sort of current affairs/general knowledge. The hall will be a
buzz of whispers, groans of despair and camaraderie. Attendance sheets will be available to be
signed at the Meeting on 12th November, but if unable to attend that meeting please advise
Marjorie Thorburn that you wish to join in on the fun by Friday 5th December. It is an evening of
fun and a superb opportunity to get to know other members.

In January 2026 (!) our meeting on Wednesday 14th January, will be a Zoom Meeting. Our
speaker will be Michael Brown, a horticultural historian, on Medieval Gardens. Michael will be
presenting his talk on Zoom, so the audience can be in the Hall or sitting wrapped up warmly at
home. Full details will be communicated to you well in advance.

That is it for another month. The Committee will be meeting next week to plan the Christmas
Party, start negotiations for Garden visits for 2026 and to begin thinking about speakers for the
2026/27 season. If any member has any recommendations for speakers or visits, then please
do advise me or one of the Committee. The nights are drawing in and as | have said there is still
a lot to do in the garden, but there is always the anticipation of spring and the spring bulbs
appearing. That is what gardening is all about, planning for the future season and beyond and
looking forward to all the blossoming coming again as it has for years before. Nature keeps your
mind looking to the future in a positive way, almost as similar as planning for the Club. Enjoy
your autumn tidy ups and | look forward to seeing you all on 12th November with Alan
Bennell.

Best wishes

Willie






