Baldernock Gardening Club: April 2025 Newsletter:
Spring is settling in and the clocks move forward

Good afternoon everyone,

What better way is there to spend a wet March afternoon than sitting in front of a computer
screen "composing" the monthly Newsletter? But, of course, as | live in Milngavie, one of the
best places to live in Scotland, according to the Sunday Times and the Halifax Building Society,
(it is amazing what an accolade a Waitrose and a skatepark can bring) a dreich day is one of
the enjoyments we have to endure. To be fair, we have hardly had any rain over the past few
weeks, but instead have basked in above average temperatures under clear blue skies. There
has been no excuse for not getting on with those necessary garden tasks, most of which | seem
to have completed on my knees. | have used my kneeler of course, until it snapped and sent me
toppling backwards ungracefully. The destroyed item made the last scheduled two week grey
bin collection before that progresses to every three weeks! Fortunately, beloved Amazon sent
the replacement very quickly. The weather has been lovely and ideal for tidying up the beds and
barrowing the mulch to all parts of the garden. Talking of mulch, | asked Andrew Hinson of
Greenbank Garden, our March Speaker, from where he purchased his lorry loads of muich.
Caledonian Horticulture is the place. Based near Edinburgh, they have various mulches and
composts available and the prices for a big builder’s sackful are half the price of the local
equivalent, even with a delivery charge of £16.00. They have an excellent website, so it is
probably worth your while to investigate; | am very pleased with their service and the quality of
their product.

Advert over, so back to the garden, where the daffodils are now appearing, the first of the
erythroniums (dens-canis) have appeared, the chionodoxas are so beautiful when en masse
and mixed in with blue and white scillas under a hedge, the snake’s head fritillaries are just
about to join in the blooming and once again the fritillaria imperialis is promising a great deal,
but has not delivered on its promise over the past couple of years. The garden is alive with all
the peonies growing fast and the trees beginning to bud. The birds have been working hard
preparing their nests. Yesterday a long-tailed tit made off with a wood pigeon's discarded
feather, which was bigger than him/her. The seed in the bird feeder is disappearing fast and
this year's newly resident mallards have cottoned on to the fact that they can get breakfast and
dinner if they stand outside the garden door. Frogs seem to be living everywhere, but given the
daily visits of the heron any spawn will be consumed fairly rapidly and on a particularly lovely
day last week, four buzzards were wheeling and mewling above the house and surrounding
fields. Today is for indoors, but for the last two weeks it has been a joy to be outside.

The aforesaid Andrew Hinson from Greenbank Garden gave a most informative talk on daffodils
at our last meeting in March. He was passionate about the different varieties and categories,
which fortunately he did not go through in great detail, unlike galanthophile speakers have in the
past, where it became very difficult to see any difference between the snowdrops; daffodils do
have recognisable differences. It was an excellent talk and prepares us well for the Club's visit
to Greenbank on Thursday 3rd April, when Andrew will give a guided tour. Details of this Outing
have been sent out to all Members.



Our speakers for Wednesday 9th April at 19:30 in Baljaffray Parish Church will be lan and
Carole Bainbridge of Luckie Harg’s. Members of the Club visited their garden near
Gatehouse of Fleet last year, so it is marvellous that lan and Carole are visiting us to tell us all
about moving from Edinburgh and creating the new wonderful garden. It is quite a story and will
be full of practical ideas to inspire us in our own plots. On 14th May, after the exciting AGM and
after the Annual Plant Sale, our speaker is Scott Galloway, who is a Glasgow based
horticulturist who specialises in kitchen garden production and herbs, particularly interested in
the cross-cultural relationships people have with plants. Members of Milngavie and Bloom had a
fascinating talk from Scott at their AGM last year, so this will be a fine conclusion to our 2024/25
season of talks.

All Members have received notices about the two Outings organised for April. The first to
Greenbank is one where you have to make your own way to the garden, but to Dumfries House
on 30th April a bus has been hired. There are a few spaces left on the bus, so if any Member
wishes to bring a friend willing to pay £40, including lunch, for the trip then please let Jayne
Sellers know. Similarly, if any non-member on the Newsletter subscriber list wishes to join us on
the bus, please contact Jayne.

The Summer Social is looming in June. | hope to advise Members of the venue very shortly
once negotiations have been completed.

The Annual Plant Sale on Saturday 10th May is just over six weeks away, so there is still
plenty of time to take cuttings, make divisions or whatever from your plants and prepare them
for sale. Full details will be issued as usual, but at the coming Club Meeting in April, there will be
volunteer lists to be autographed for various activities throughout our big fund-raising day. What
we are short of in the Club, is brawn. We would welcome the help of strong spouses/partners/
sons/neighbours to lift and carry things like tables and trays of plants from cars etc. If you have
one of those and he/she is willing to help, then they are needed. Four or five willing souls is all
we need, especially in the morning when all the plants are delivered, and in the afternoon when
we are clearing up. It will be of great help.

Finally, the Club is an Affiliate Member of the RHS (Royal Horticultural Society) and as such we

are issued, annually, with one Affiliates Entry Card. This can be used in any of the RHS gardens
(all in England) and any Associated Gardens (a few in Scotland) and you will gain entry for one

at half price. We only have the one card, so please contact Caroline Preacher if you would wish
to use it, but remember to hand it back so that it can be used again.

The rain has not let up whilst | have been merrily typing away using the one finger technique.
The forecast is looking good for next week, ideal for preparing for the Plant Sale. Also, do
remember that on Saturday night/Sunday morning the clocks go forward an hour. You lose an
hour's sleep, reclaimable in October, but you gain more time in the garden and let us hope for
long sunshine filled days in the remainder of spring and into the summer. There is a lovely new
book by Michael Morpurgo (of Warhorse fame) entitled Spring. It is gentle, it is descriptive, it is
full of hope and positivity and it is short. It describes Spring in Devon on his farm and much of it
you will recognise. It is well worth a try.

See you all on 9th April
Best wishes

Willie






