Baldernock Gardening Club; March 2025 Newsletter: Spring is coming

Good afternoon everyone,

Yes, Winter is nearly gone and Spring starts tomorrow and then only four weeks left until the
clocks go forward! The garden is coming to life and it has been the time, over the past few
weeks, to undertake some of those tedious tidying and preparatory tasks. Inspired by David
Rankin's excellent talk at the Club meeting in February on Restoring Ancient Rock Gardens, |
set about cleaning up, cutting back and redoing my rockery. It can't be classed as "ancient", but
it was the first garden area, apart from paths around the house, that | created 40 years ago
when the garden was started. In those days there were quite a number of large stones lying
about the property available to be heaved into place. There is no chance | am capable of doing
that anymore, so it was very much a case of leaving the heavy stuff where it was and tidying up
the rest. The next few weeks will determine whether | have killed what was there or refreshed it.
In other places, | have been tidying up paths, scraping industrial quantities of moss off stones,
off path edging, off the ground and off plants; the birds have no lack of bedding for their nests
from what is left on the grass. | have started on cutting back and cleaning some beds, which
entails a great deal of kneeling; thankfully my old man's kneeler has those lovely supports,
which allow you to push yourself upright with a degree of grace, unless, of course, you get the
angle of shove wrong and you end up toppling into the flower bed. The joys and fun of
gardening are never-ending. The snowdrops have done well this year and are beginning to
spread more vigorously, whilst the winter aconites are not. They are extremely slow and, in fact,
more of them seem even more reluctant than last year to make a reappearance. The red-eyes
of the peonies are peeking out and the daffodils are thrusting upwards, but none have so far
budded yet. The only daffodils | have seen in flower this year are at the roadside to Mugdock at
the hairpin bend above the waterworks. My hellebores are all performing as they should and the
pots of crocuses are looking pretty good. The birds are flocking back and emptying the feeder
on a daily basis. Tits of all sizes, including the usual mob of the long-tailed variety, the
nuthatches (we seem to have two pairs again this year), the thrushes, goldfinches, chaffinches
and squabbling blackbirds have eaten their fill and, in the pond, the ducks have taken up
residence beside the dippers and the grey heron, which means no frog spawn again! So far, the
deer have been staying clear; maybe the sounds of Radio 2 on the "deer deterrent alarm" is
working.

David Rankin's talk at the beginning of February was another excellent one for us to enjoy. It
was the sheer physicality of his work that had me gasping and his "ancient rockeries" to be fair
were not your usual suburban or semi-suburban constructions. He brought along plants for sale
from Kevock Plants and he returned to Lasswade with very few. It was a very instructive
evening and what was just as important was that the church's new AV system worked a treat.
The projection of the Powerpoint was crystal clear and the sound was almost as good, plus the
whole set up for the evening is considerably simpler than the old one. So, when Andrew
Hinson, Head Gardener at Greenbank Gardens comes to talk to us on Wednesday 12th

March 2025 at 19:30 all should be perfect ( 4 4 ). Andrew will be talking about Greenbank
Gardens and the work he has been doing there since he took over. As Head Gardener, he is
challenging traditional approaches to garden maintenance with the aim of creating the most
eco-friendly garden in the National Trust. Having watched his video, | know we will be enjoying
yet another fascinating and instructive talk.



In April, we are looking forward to hosting Drs. lan and Carol Bainbridge of Luckie Hargs,
which is situated close to Gatehouse of Fleet. The Club had an outing to the garden nearly two
years ago, which | missed, so | am really looking forward to their talk on Wednesday 9th April
2025.

The sub-committee on Outings has been hard at work. The Outing to Dumfries House on
Wednesday 30th April will go ahead as we have sufficient numbers to make it viable. There
are still a few seats left on the bus, so if you want to visit this very fine garden, let Jayne Sellers
know as soon as possible. | think we may get there before President Trump rolls up! Plans for a
visit to Greenbank Gardens are well under way. The date agreed is Thursday 3rd April but
final timings and numbers are still in flux. The Club will not be providing a bus, so Members will
be asked to make their own way to the gardens and hopefully you will arrange car shares.
Members will be taken around the garden by Andrew Hinson and coffee and cakes will be on
offer. A sheet for an expression of interest in the visit will be available at our Club Meeting on
12th March. Outings for later in the year are under negotiation, with one being Cambo in late
August. You will be kept up to date with progress.

As mentioned at the last meeting, | announced that the Club's laptop had exceeded its use-by-
date and was no longer fit for anything. We have purchased a lovely new one, which, when |
first used it, took me about half an hour to work out how | was supposed to close it down. | have
now discovered that it is actually quite simple, so let's hope it behaves itself on its first airing in
March.

It is now Spring, or it will be tomorrow, which means it is just over two months until the Annual
Plant Sale on Saturday 10th May in Baljaffray Church Hall. Now is the perfect time to start
collecting cuttings, to split plants and dig up self-seeded plants for inclusion in the sale. Last
year's sale was successful because we had a good selection for sale and the sale is so
important to the well-being of the Club as it is our only fundraising event. The income earned
from the sale allows us to afford good speakers, subsidise outings and to provide catering for
the Christmas Party (with Quiz) and the Summer Social. We donate to worthwhile garden
related charities and support local groups like Milngavie in Bloom and Bearsden in Bloom. The
Plant Sale is important, so get potting! In mentioning the Summer Social (Wednesday 12th
June), we have had response from two Members to potentially host it again, but if there are
other volunteers who, perhaps, have not had prior experience of a horde of well-trained
gardening guests descending upon their patch, then please feel free to offer.

On a sadder note, many members will have learnt of the recent passing of Diane Black. If you
haven't seen the notice in the Herald and you wish to attend, her funeral is on Tuesday 11th
March at 1.00 pm at the new Bishopbriggs Crematorium on Crosshill Road. Basically,

the Crematorium is about 1/2 mile past HMP Low Moss, if you know where that is.

On this lovely last day of Winter, | reckon | will have taken up enough of your time and you will
be itching to get back out into the garden; that is if this arrives before sunset when you will be
trying to see all the planets aligned in the evening sky. | stood outside last night, but my
stargazing abilities are useless! | think the few clouds in the sky had been strategically placed to
obscure my astronomical observation. Enjoy the coming spring and the flowering of your
gardens.



With best wishes

Willie




