Baldernock Gardening Club: May 2025 Newsletter:
Another mini heatwave imminent!

Good morning everyone,

The big day for the Club is only two weeks away, Saturday 10th May. In a fortnight's time,
Members will be beavering away bringing their plants, home-baking and old, rusty gardening
implements to Baljaffray Church for the Annual Plant Sale. Many Members will be sorting out
the plants into groups, pricing them; others will be helping to transport them into the Hall, whilst
others will be busy preparing the Tea Room for an afternoon feast of healthy meringues and fruit
loaves, amongst other delights. The well trained regulars on the Bedding Plants will have their
trolleys at the ready; Colin Walker will be designing his cacti and succulent display and our
budding Steptoes will be arranging a magnificent show of all things rusty and no longer wanted.
The tables for the Plant Sale will all be set up and by 13.30 the Hall, the Baking Stall, the Plant
Creche, the "greeters at the door" and the Tea Room will be ready for the usual tsunami of
customers when the doors open. It is a long, but very worthwhile day, which hopefully, will
generate sufficient funds for the Club and allow us to continue to invite and pay for the Speakers
we attract in the coming season. Please remember to bring your plants (beautifully potted)
baking or bric-a-brac to the Church between 10.00 a.m. and 12 noon. There will be people
to help you bring your donations in. We always need help, whether it is before the sale by
helping to set everything up, during the sale and for the clean-up afterwards. If fortune is kind to
us once again, it will be a lovely sunny day, which brings out the crowds, but the long range
weather forecast is pretty indecisive. As | say, it is a long day, but it is fun.

The coming few weeks are pretty busy for the Club. On Wednesday 30th April, there is an
Outing to Dumfries House, which should be a marvellous visit, especially as the forecast
indicates a day of sun. The garden at Dumfries House is beautiful and much has been achieved
since we last visited in 2018. Then we have the Annual Plant Sale on Saturday 10th May and
after the excitement of that event, well, the excitement reaches the heights when we hold

our AGM at the next Club Meeting on Wednesday 14th May. The AGM is open to Members
only and it starts at exactly (!) 19.00. Doors will open to visitors at 19.15 for our last speaker of
the 2024/25 season, who is Scott Galloway. Scott is Head of Plant Biodiversity with East
Dunbartonshire Council, who has created a Scottish Kitchen Garden for the NTS and is
currently working on a PhD research project on the Bergenia plant species. His talk will focus
more on his plant biodiversity work and the planting of herbs. Scott gave a very well received
talk at the Milngavie in Bloom AGM last year. After a season of excellent talks, the finale will be
well worth attending. After all of that, Members have a wee break and then on Wednesday 11th
June MEMBERS from 18:30 will invade the garden and premises of Nancy Stevens for the
Summer Social. This is our annual get together, where we bring a savoury or sweet dish for
others to enjoy, drink a glass or two of wine or non-alcoholic substitute, wander around Nancy's
beautiful, but steep, garden and chat until it is time to do the dishes. It is always a most sociable
evening and | have to admit, | enjoy it tremendously. Attendance lists will be available for you to
append your signatures at the next Club Meeting on 14th May. Once all these events are over,
we have a couple of months of holidaying, cutting grass and enjoying a Scottish summer until
our first meeting of 2025/26 on Wednesday 10th September 2025 when our speaker will be Ken
Cox of Glendoick.



| think we have all enjoyed most of April with weather reminiscent of the 2020 lockdown.
Thankfully, this time we were not restricted to just our gardens. The plants have certainly
enjoyed the good weather (today excepted!) with the tree blossom being uniformly abundant
and brilliant. The cherry tree in our courtyard is laden with huge bunches of pink flowers, which
with today's rain are so heavy that some of the branches are bending more than | can. The
spring flowers have been in their element this year with all the daffodils and tulips really showing
off. The magnolias have been breathtaking around some of the gardens close to us, whilst the
peonies are budding furiously and promising mighty displays in a few weeks’ time. Beds which
were bare-ish earth at the beginning of the month, are now lush with all the fresh growth of the
astrantias, the alliums, the astilbes, cirsiums plus some of the azaleas are on the cusp of
blooming. The candelabra primulas, in the boggy bit at the back of the garden, are thrusting
their flowering stems skyward, so in a couple of weeks there should be a riot of colour. In
amongst all this floral activity, the fauna have been extremely busy. Two pairs of green finches
have become almost permanently attached to the feeders, as have the two pairs of nuthatches,
the goldfinches, the siskins, with the inevitable wood pigeons ambling around all day hoovering
up the scraps. The biggest delight, though, have been the ducks. For several weeks a pair of
mallards have been demanding food, at least three times a day, with them even chapping at the
bin where the bird food is kept! Last Tuesday evening, we were up looking at our wetland when
we noticed all these wee black things scuttling about in the long grass. Mrs Duck had produced
thirteen ducklings and she brought them all down to be fed. Unfortunately that is the last we
have seen of them all, so our hope is that she has taken them all away to a better hiding place
where they may have a better chance of surviving the predators like herons, magpies, crows,
foxes and no doubt the odd weasel. Ducklings are a sign of spring.

That is nearly it for this season as you will only have to endure one more before | give you a rest
over summer. It will be a busy time for the Club over the next few weeks, so, as long as you all
have time to enjoy your gardens, as well as participating in the Club events, | look forward to
seeing many of you during each of them. The coming week is forecast to be sunny and hot,
enjoy it and your gardens.

With best wishes

Willie







