
Baldernock Gardening Club; February 2025 Newsletter;  
A stormy month past, but signs of spring are here 
 

Good afternoon one and all, 

Eowynn blasted through all our gardens with destructive gusts of up to 80/90 mph and has left a 

trail of destruction across Ireland, South Western and Central Scotland. Fortunately, up in the 

Crossburn enclave, there was only minor damage to the gardens, but three or four slates were 

forced to part company from our roof. A few large, substantial branches in our neighbour's 

garden crashed to the ground, necessitating the assistance of a tree surgeon to clean up, whilst 

a large cypress toppled on to the A809 (fortunately carless at the time) from neighbouring land. 

It was quite an afternoon watching the wind surges and the effect they had upon the trees, 

forcing them to demonstrate their flexibility in bending and then in springing back up into 

position, something for which I envied them! I know some of you have suffered damage, but I 

hope nothing too severe. Sandra Wilson's greenhouse is completely destroyed, but as long 

as no houses or people have been damaged, that is the main thing. Mugdock Country Park has 

suffered badly from toppled trees, which have blocked many of the paths, but I am sure these 

will be cleared away quickly to allow our grand-dog his usual uninterrupted ball chasing, instead 

of having to make detours where the opportunity for ball wheeching has been greatly reduced. 

Apart from the storm, not much else has occurred in the garden this month as opportunities to 

spend in it have been limited, plus my hands freeze quickly. The good news is that the days are 

getting longer and there are definite signs that spring is on its way. Snowdrops and winter 

aconites are appearing and they always give you a lift after the dark, damp days of winter, which 

is not to say that there are not still some dank days to come! For the first time, I planted a witch 

hazel last year and it is providing a touch of welcome colour that had been missing from the 

garden at this time of year. It is still relatively small, but it is something to look forward to in the 

years ahead. Of course, when not out in the garden, I have been making plans for it, or rather 

thinking about plans, which may or may not come to fruition. One thing I am going to experiment 

more with, is using more containers and planters for my vegetables, as I really don't have 

enough space (my fault for lack of foresight many years ago) to be able to rotate the crops 

properly. Also the light coming into the garden has changed considerably over the years, 

because trees have now grown, substantially, both within and outwith the garden. When we first 

moved here 40 years ago, there were no trees, apart from a very large lime, in the garden or 

surrounding it.  The Quarry have since planted trees right up the road to their workings and this 

blocks late afternoon and evening sun, when it appears, in the summer. So I will await the result 

of my new policy as the months progress. 

My small decisions are nothing in comparison to those undertaken by Timothy Walker after 

leaving Oxford Botanics. I think all of us who listened to him on Zoom earlier this month were 

not only greatly entertained, but were also enthralled by his gardening efforts of moving from a 

very large space to a pretty small one. It was interesting to hear about the plants he took with 

him and how he managed to cram so much into such a limited space. Even though all watchers 

and listeners were muted during his talk, the gasps and laughs at some of his asides could be 

felt over the aether, especially when describing his slug treatment and the telling of Christopher 

Lloyd's definition of the word "useful". I will not dare to repeat it! Timothy's talk was a marvellous 

antidote to the cold outside and the dark days of early January. I did write to him to say that his 



talk "slapped mightily", which I am assured by my granddaughters is highly complimentary; how 

language changes. 

Our speaker on Wednesday 12th February 2025 at 19:30 in Baljaffray Parish Church will 

be Professor David Rankin, who many of you will know from his involvement with Kevock 

Garden Plants and the Rock Garden Club. David was Professor of Chemistry at the University 

of Edinburgh, but has always had an avid interest in Alpine plants. His talk will be on Renewing 

Historic Rock Gardens and, again, we will be treated to another fascinating and informative 

talk, which should be of interest to us all.  

 

In March, our speaker is not as advertised in your Members' Calendar. The speaker will 

be Andrew Hinson, Head Gardener at Greenbank Gardens, who has been managing new 

changes in this well respected "Glasgow" garden. 

For the observant and inquisitive of you, you may have noticed a slight change to our website. 

For those who must have missed this change the last time they looked, the opening page of the 

website now advises you of our forthcoming meeting each month and it will also inform you of 

any forthcoming club events. The original opening page, which was full of words, is now the 

"About Us" page. I know, it is a ground-breaking advance, but hopefully this will encourage more 

visitors to our Club Meetings, who may then wish to become Members and also give you all an 

easy resource to discover when the next meeting is and what it is about. To make the opening 

page more interesting, we would like a monthly photograph either of a Member's garden or a 

plant in that garden. I am sure many of you do take photographs of your gardens, even if it is 

just to remind you of where you planted something, so it would be of interest to us all to enjoy 

the picture too. If you would like to submit a jpeg. photo, then please contact me as soon as 

possible either for this coming month, after David Rankin's talk, or to book your place for a 

month or two months hence. If you wish to remain anonymous, then please say so. 

Every year in June, we have the Club's Annual Summer Social. As you will know, Members 

descend upon another Member's garden to sip wine and to view their garden. Everyone brings 

a dish of food to share and drinks are all supplied by the Club. If it is wet, as it usually is every 

alternate year, we invade the house for seating, eating, chatting and getting to know each 

other.  Apart from ensuring your garden is in tiptop condition and that your house is completely 

free of dust, the householder really has very little to do in organising the evening. The 

Committee takes over. We are looking for somewhere this June (12th June), so if you would be 

prepared to or you would even love to have about 40 to 50 highly respectable and house-

trained persons for a few hours, then please let me know. If I have a flood of applicants, then I 

know we can book you in for future years, perhaps. 

Should any of you be looking for someone to service, or rebuild, their lawnmower, strimmer, 

hedge cutter etc., then I have a recommendation for you. John Mitchell of JG Machine Services 

I have found to be excellent and his charge rates are very reasonable. He has a website and his 

workshop is on the A81, just at the junction with Craigmaddie Road (which takes you to 

Baldernock). If you wish to try him, give him a ring; his number is on his website.  

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on Wednesday 12th February. By that 

time I will have been trained on how to connect and operate the new audio and audio visual 

equipment at the church; fingers crossed! In the meantime, let's hope there are no more "once 



in a lifetime" storms, which seem to be either ignoring the "once in a lifetime" moniker or "once" 

has taken on a new meaning. Take care on the icy pavements, stay warm but start to enjoy the 

new growth in your gardens and think of the reality of putting all those new plans into action. 

 

With best wishes 

Willie 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    


